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of caste is that everyone is different. And that is how
it has always been, so how can we change it now?"
"What do you mean by 'different? You mean they
are not born equal."
"Well," he said Hesitantly, "that is so. For instance
you cannot perform a religious ceremony unless you
are of Brahmin caste/'
"Can't other Hindus pray?'1
"They can pray, but they say a Brahmin's prayer is
certain to be heard by God."
"You say "they say/ who is 'they?"
"That is Hinduism. You must either believe in it
or not."
"How would you suggest the caste problem be
solved?"
"I say we can try to be tolerant and understanding.
But caste will exist. If everyone thought he belonged
to one caste, there would be no caste system. Then
what would become of the Brahmins?"
"That is true. God might not then know which pray-
ers He should hear and which He shouldn't/'
"Now, Mr. Snow says... /*
"But why do you always bring in Mr. Snow?"
"I find Americans understand our caste system better
than we ourselves do."
One day I bought Snow's book. It contained a
mass of information concerning things we had never
bothered about. Snow was encyclopedic about caste. In
his best Saturday Evening Post style he said, "About
thirty per cent of Hindus belong to the Arayasamajists,
who believe in one God. It is the Sanathanists, who are
polytheists and cow-worshippers, with whom Moham-
medanism disagrees most sharply."
Mr. Snow's book had a very large sale in the United